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Dappu is used for every important occasion in an Andhra village. The dappu dance,
consisting of twelve to twenty people, do acrobatics also while dancing. The dances are
specially performed during marriages and on festive occasions.
THEATRE FORMS
Andhra Pradesh is rich in its folk theatre forms - the Shadow puppet theatre (tolu bommalata).
Yak$haganam, VIdhinatakam and Cindu bhagavatham are some of the more popular theatre
forms. There is also a fragmented theatre form - the Pagati Vesam.
Yakshaganam: Yak$aganam is one of the earliest folk performing art forms that was popular in
Andhra. Started perhaps as a form of devotional singing at religious festivals, it soon developed
into a full-fledged dance-music-drama form and, at one stage, had achieved unprecedented
royal patronage.
Yakqaganam means the singing of the Yakshas. Who these Yakshas were and how
they had come to be associated with singing and later with performing dance-dramas, is not
known, lost in the hazy mist of the past. The first-ever reference to their singing occurs in
the early 13th c. text of Ralkuriki Somanatha, Pandit&radhya Caritra. The text mentions that
several people, disguising as Yakshas, Gandharvas and Vidyadharas, sang on the occasion.
The first mention of the.compound word yaksagana appeared in Srinatha's BhJmeswara
Puranam (written about 1430) in which is mentioned that the sacred place Daksharama was
praised by Gandharvas In the yaksagana style, suggesting that, by that time, it developed
Into a particular style of singing. Several other texts, including Krfdabhiramam, Manu Caritra,
Ramabhyudayam and Cltra Bh&ratam, while mentioning the singing style also added that the
songs were accompanied by dances. All this proves that the form, started as a musical one,
later on developed into a composite form of dance, music and drama.
Several scholars relate the Yakshas to the 'Jakkulu', which, they say, is a Telugu word
for the Yakshas. They maintain that Jakkuiu form a caste in certain areas of Andhra, citing
some villages named after this community : 'Jakkisani Kuntla' 'Jakkula Cheruvu' in Kurnool
district and 'Jakka Samudram' in Anantapur district and they also relate the form yaksagana
to 'Ekkala gana' of Karnataka. It is also possible that both 'Jakkula Pate' and 'Ekkala gana'
were originally native forms of singing, and later sanskritised as yaksagana,
The development of yaksagana as a dramatic performance reflects how the folk forms
tend to develop from simple to complex forms. The references both in Telugu and Kannada
prove that originally they were musical recitations, with or without the accompaniment of
instruments. At that stage they could be independent songs in praise of a god or goddess.
When a whole divine story was to be narrated, they developed into narrative songs, including
in them the various d&si metres that hitherto formed the individual songs. Such were the
'6la', 'ragada' etc. There is no evidence to prove that this narrative tradition emerged into a
dramatic tradition earlier than the 15th century-